
The 11th edition of Sequences Biennial, entitled  
Can’t See, will take place over ten days, from 13-22 
October 2023 in Reykjavík, Iceland. The festival will 
bring visitors together at the darkest time of the year, 
for an exchange of energy and ideas, with a pro-
gramme featuring exhibitions, performances, lectures, 
walks, guided tours and more. 

The title of the festival Can’t See, was inspired by the 
title of a work by a participating artist and it refers to 
the uncertainty of contemporary times and the inability 
or unwillingness to see both the diversity of life and the 
ever-growing threat of ecological disaster. Curated by 
Marika Agu, Maria Arusoo, Kaarin Kivirähk and Sten 
Ojavee, a curatorial collective who work together at the 
Estonian Centre for Contemporary Art (CCA), this 
edition is intended to be a ‘journey through the spheres 
of the Earth and along the borders of transformation’. 

The exhibition will be divided into four chapters, 
which will provide a glimpse into the spaces that can-
not usually be perceived by the human eye: the depths 
of the sea and layers of the soil, as well as elements 
of time itself, the debris of the past and visions of the 
future. The stories will be told from a range of perspec-
tives, from hybrid birds to bacteria, sea creatures, an 
ancient tree or ever blasting wind, aiming to showcase 
different ways of seeing the world. The four chapters 
will be presented at four local institutions, including 
Nordic House and artist-run spaces Living Art Museum  
and Kling & Bang. The exhibition will continue beyond  
the duration of the ten-day festival, so more visitors 
can experience the displays.
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Sequences XI will bring together an exciting, wide- 
ranging group of Icelandic and international artists, 
whose work explores the unseen. The festival will  
feature new and site-specific artworks, alongside  
existing pieces from the artists and from museum  
collections, aiming for a more sustainable approach, 
both ecologically and psychologically, which does not 
rely on constant new productions. This will include 
museum works that are rarely on public display or  
that have only been exhibited in a local context, on 
loan from institutions including Gerðarsafn Kópavogur 
Art Museum, The Icelandic Folk and Outsider Art 
Museum.

The selection of artists focuses on fostering new and 
deeper connections between the art communities 
of Eastern Europe and Iceland. Both located on the 
cultural and geographical borders, the curators are 
interested in perspectives that are born on the fluid 
grounds of transformative identities, providing unique 
narratives.

The curators say ‘We are excited to reveal more details 
about Sequences XI, which allowed us the opportunity to 
dig into the depths of the Icelandic art scene. While consid-
ering us to be outsiders in Icelandic art, we believe that a 
perspective of this kind can also be valuable and provide 
grounds for new developments. Through the exhibitions we 
hope to provide chances to think differently, using the sym-
bolic potential of visual art.”

Founded by Kling & Bang, the Living Art Museum, 
and the Icelandic Art Center, together with local art-
ists, Sequences was born out of Reykjavík’s dynamic art 
scene and has been a vital platform for art in Iceland. 
Past editions have been curated by local and interna-
tional artists/curators, including Hildigunnur Birgis-
dóttir (IS), the artist who will represent Iceland at the 
2024 Venice Biennale and more than three hundred 
artists from around the world have taken part, along-
side Iceland’s artist-run galleries, museums and public 
institutions. 

To access the press kit please click here: 
https://egnyte.suttoncomms.com/fl/DboC63bsrR

For press enquiries, please contact:
Sophie Balfour-Lynn, Sutton, 
sophiebl@suttoncomms.com
www.sequences.is

ABOUT SEQUENCES
Sequences is an artist run biennial in Reykjavík. The 
aim of the festival is to produce and present progres-
sive visual art. Amongst previous exhibiting artists 
are: Elísabet Jökulsdóttir, Philip Jeck, Miruna Roxana 
Dragan, Joan Jonas, David Horvitz, Agnes Martin,  
Hekla Dögg Jónsdóttir, Guido van der Werve, Ragnar 
Kjartansson, Emily Wardill, Roger Ackling, Margrét H. 
Blöndal, Carolee Schneemann, Rebecca Erin Moran, 
Finnbogi Pétursson and Alicja Kwade. Past editions 
have been curated by local and international artists/ 
curators, amongst others Þóranna Dögg Björns dóttir  
(IS) and Þráinn Hjálmarsson (IS), Hildigunnur Birgis-
dóttir (IS) and Ingólfur Arnarsson (IS), Margot  
Norton (New Museum, NY) and Alfredo Cramerotti  
(dir. Mostyn, Wales). Founding members of Sequences  
are artist run Kling & Bang (est. 2003), the Living Art 
Museum (est. 1978) and the Icelandic Art Center, 
that together with artists active in the local art scene at 
each time, run the festival. Sequences is a non-profit 
organisation. 

ABOUT THE CURATORS 
The curatorial collective is formed by four Estonian  
based curators and writers: Marika Agu, Maria Arusoo,  
Kaarin Kivirähk and Sten Ojavee who have worked 
together since 2017 at the CCA. More clearly, they  
defined their platform in a collectively curated exhibi-
tion A-tishoo, A-tishoo, We All Fall Down (2019) which 
exhibited in EKKM, the Contemporary Art Museum 
of Estonia. Other than this, they have curated and 
organized lecture series, seminars, article series, public 
art projects, video events. As curators they have different  
backgrounds, coming from artistic practice, social  
theory, philosophy, art history and semiotics. They 
have teamed up to bring together different experiences  
and ways of thinking, to save resources and reduce 
overproduction. They believe that working together 
rather than as individuals allows us to create more  
sus tain able models of working and brings more com-
prehensive results.
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